
n Wednesday, October 27, 2021, the
Somerset County Sheriff ’s Office donated
backpacks, along with school and safety
supplies, to students in the Somerset County
Vocational & Technical High School’s TOPS
(Technical Occupational Preparation for
Success) alternative education Program.

Somerset County Sheriff Darrin J. Russo
said of the donation, “We know it may be
tight at home for some families, so we wanted
to prepare the students for when they returned
to school. Hopefully this helps out.”

SCVTHS Supervisor of Alternative
Education Mr. Chris Lemongelli added,
“Thank you to the Somerset County Sheriff’s

Office for their generous donation.
These backpacks and supplies will be a great
help to our students. We appreciate the
Sheriff’s Office for their ongoing support of
the TOPS Program and our entire Vo-Tech
community.”i

For more information on this story contact
James Strickhart at jstrickhart@scvts.net.
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SCVTHS TOPS students and staff are joined by members of the
Somerset County Sheriff’s Office during the backpack donation.
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Dear Jaguar Nation,
As we close out the First Marking Period,
prepare for Thanksgiving and reflect on our first
few months of school, we have many things to be
proud and thankful for. Despite an occasional positive
COVID case and quarantine, the school remains
open, teachers continue to share their wealth of
knowledge, and students are learning and arriving
to a welcoming environment. Secondary clubs, in
most cases initiated by students, are on the rise as
new clubs are approved monthly. As we conclude
with fall sports and prepare for winter activities,
optimism is at the forefront of our vision.  

Grades will be available in Genesis starting on
November 24th and I wish all students academic
success. If tutoring is needed, our guidance counselors
are ready to assist. The COVID form is now available
all day Sunday prior to students’ first school day of
the week.

School will be dismissed at noon on November 24th
and close on the 25th and 26th for Thanksgiving. If
traveling during the holiday season, monitor your
symptoms prior to returning to school. Any questions,
please feel free to call the Health Office. Enjoy your
family, as they come first, during the break and get
some rest. Have a Happy Thanksgiving! 

      Sincerely,
       Hector Montes

SCVTHS
HOSA

COAT DRIVE
thru December 16th

Drop off Coats to
Health Occupations – Room 207

or Contact (908) 526-8900

SOMERSET COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE
DONATES BACKPACKS AND SAFETY SUPPLIES



At a ceremony held on October 6,
2021, Somerset County Vocational &
Technical Schools Superintendent
Dr. Chrys Harttraft received the Spirit of
Somerset Award for Education. Since 1998,
the Spirit of Somerset Awards Program has
celebrated exceptional representatives from
the business, education, arts, health and
non-profit communities throughout
Somerset County.
“It is an honor to be selected for this

award representing education. I am so
appreciative and apparently I am in very good
company,” said Superintendent Harttraft.
“Somerset County Vocational &

Technical Schools, as an organization, has
been a great fit for me. SCVTS has provided
academic, social and emotional support
programs for students from all walks of life
and various socio-economic backgrounds.
From disenfranchised, or struggling youth in our alternative
education Program, to our highest achieving youth in the
Academy for Health & Medical Sciences, and everyone in-
between, the skills students learn prepare them for both college
and careers that are in demand,” Dr. Harttraft added.
“It has been such a pleasure working in Somerset County

with such bright, compassionate and capable individuals. It is
the high level of collaboration and collegiality that sets
Somerset County apart from other counties in the state.
Additionally, the support from the Somerset County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and, more recently, the
Somerset County Board of Commissioners and their staff, has
been unprecedented,” Superintendent Harttraft stated.

John Graf, a former employee of the district, established
the Spirit of Somerset awards event to honor the significant
contributions and dedication of Somerset County
citizens and employees.
This year’s recipients included:

Brian Gallagher, Chris Edwards, John Fodor,
Rod Hirsch, Theresa Hanntz, Joanne Fetzko,
Senator Christopher “Kip” Bateman and Barbara Schlichting.
The fundraising event contributed to programs at the
Somerset Treatment Services in Somerville.i

For more information on this story, contact
James Strickhart at jstrickhart@scvts.net.

Maya Barajas

SUPERINTENDENT CHRYS HARTTRAFT RECEIVES
SPIRIT OF SOMERSET AWARD FOR EDUCATION
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Maya Barajas, a freshman in the Cosmetology Program, has been selected
as Somerset County Vocational & Technical High School’s (SCVTHS)
Student of the Month for November 2021. Maya is the daughter of
Mauricio and Rebecca Barajas of Hillsborough.
SCVTHS English Instructor Mr. Miller nominated Maya for the

Student of the Month award saying, “Maya demonstrates effort and
a desire to learn. She is actively involved in classroom activities, and
takes a leadership role among her peers.”
Outside of SCVTHS, Maya cheerleads, babysits and participates in an

internship at Renaissance Hair Salon & Spa in Hillsborough. In her free time,
Maya enjoys painting, drawing and listening to music.
After graduating from high school, Maya hopes to own her own salon, as well as

work on movie and television sets.i

MAYA BARAJAS STUDENT OF THE MONTH
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